12                       SHORT STORIES
" Oh, I do not mind eating the remnants of
what you eat.'5
u But really, I cannot give you any of it."
" In that case, I shall give up,friendship with
you and go away."
" Well, give it up and go.'7
Bhima has Rama's permission to give up
friendship and go away, but he does not give it up
and go. He stays on and, moving somewhere
near about, tries to resume relations with Rama.
He wants the fried grain.
Rangappa did not go away for the same
reason. He, like Bhima, had desire. Ratnamma
was like Ramu who has the fried grain.
Rangappa and Ratnamma sat like this before
the company for a long time. When the function
was over, Rangappa left the place in disgust and
walked to his room and thought over things.
What nonsense is this, he said to himself. With
what enthusiasm he had come from his village to
meet this wife and how badly she was behaving I
For whom had he come? Was it not on her
account ? To see her and speak to her ? Why
did'she not feel to him as he was feeling to her?
As he had said previously, it was a silly girl, her
mother's milk not yet dry on her lips. But then,